JIMMY BRESLTN 

No One Gets Hurt 
In Kennedy Book 


OR THE FIRST INSTALLMENT, anyway, of Look 
' magazine’s “The Death of; a President,” the course 
, of behavior for all those who have been involved in 
the- controversy seems clear. Nobody intereste d in 
maintaining his front as a literate should admit now 
-TKST Kb had~even a passing~oEjection to anythingJ m 
*T 3fe~mate rjaI. Trhere is not a tee in the l5,UG0W oxds 
. ^rEich Hurts anybody, except the usual cast of mega lo- 
' maniacs~alway s found in political storie s, a governor . 
and a senator or so- And the ^suspicion is. anythin g 
That was deleted from the first installment was o f 
suHrho-aceouhrfnat the wav to damage people now 
’is' to publicize their stupidity by releas ing: Jines-they 
’ felt were important enough tof ight o ver. 

The reading of only 15,000 words out of a 300,000 
word book is not a test of the book. But it certainly 
is a test of the style of the book. And the style of “The 
Death of a President” is wooden and the organization 
of material is not good at best. The material in the-' ! 
installments to come, and in the ’book itself, is the 
story of our time. It will stand up\ no matter; how it 
is put down. But a look at the first 1,5,000 words leaves 
the impression that author William Manchester- writes 
narrative that does not build well and, in the process, 
does not reveal very much and, most certainly, does 
not hurt anybody. ' 

; Right now, I am afraid to ask for an evpia.na.tion 
of wEy the fight over thisbook ever sfcarted .^ The an- 
swer could be that embarrassing. . 
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THE LEAD SENTENCE in the magazine install^ 
ment says, ‘‘Despite obvious differences in tempera- 
ment and Style, John Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson 
shared one grand passion — politics— and in the au- 
tumn of 1963, a political issue was about to take the 
president and his vice-president a thousand miles 
from Washington, into deepest Texas.”; 

This is text, honk a.nnrna.r.h and textbook Wording. 
It i&a long, long way from a lead sentence such as,’ 
-“The village of Holcomb stands on thfe high wheat 
plains of western Kansas,; a lonesome ariea that other 
Kansans call ‘out there’.” ; 

There were other sentences in Look which fell into 
the category of the opening -one. “The origins of its 
implacable hostility to the new frontier Say in a pro- 
found longing for the values, real and Imagined, of 
the old frontier.” And the quo tbs seem to be spectacu- 
larly bad: >' ' • „ . ' ' 

I “You were great today,” he said. , 

“H6w do you feel?” - - - 

“Oh, gosh, I’m exhausted.” r 

You picked this magazine up looking; f or more 




thanjtiiis. You looked for things like the one passag e 
out of the whole installment which sticks with a 
reader-: — 

. On a rostrum, the illusion or spontanietv wa s 
almost perfect : only his hands would have betray ed 
Si in, and he was~careful to keen them out of sight . 
■TtteY weren’t nu t, of Valenti’s sight, thoug h. They 
.were just above him, vibrating so violently at times " 
that they seemed oalsied. Now. and. then tita right 


KB 


^ The^ guy's hands shook when her-gara a 1 



